Enhancing the Quality of Life through Support for the Arts and Culture
Arts and culture generally enhance our quality of life.  Community arts in particular promote development, social inclusion and foster local identity.  Sinn Féin believes that arts and culture are essential, not an optional extra.   Apart from their intrinsic social value, they also have the capacity to significantly enhance the Six Counties economy, driving local economic regeneration and the tourism sector in particular.  Arts and culture therefore provide both a social and an economic return on public investment. Yet currently there is a crisis in the arts as a result of systematic under-funding.  It is estimated that public funding of the arts is the lowest of any comparable region in these islands.  Current per capita spend on the arts in the Six Counties is £6.13 – under half the spend in the 26 Counties which stands at £12.46 and in itself is not nearly high enough.  While we recognise that there is much that needs to be done to better support arts and culture in the Six Counties, in our view the matter of greatest urgency in arts policy at present is the need to end the funding deficit and restructure the arts budget.  Sinn Féin is committed to this.

To advance this priority, Sinn Féin in Government will work to:

· End the funding crisis in arts and culture and reach a minimum investment target of 1% total budgetary spend.

· Devote significant support to cooperatively-run and community arts projects including community festivals, and particularly those that innovate to actively promote social inclusion and oppose sectarianism and racism. 

· Ensure that funding allocation is not discriminatory but fully inclusive, actively and equally promoting not only Irish culture including Irish language arts, but also participation by new communities and a comprehensive disability arts programme.

· Actively promote the Six Counties as a cultural visitor destination within an all-Ireland framework.

· Establish a Gaeltacht Quarter in Belfast. 

