Under direct rule, culture, arts and leisure projects have been neglected.  The Arts Council receives significantly less money proportionately than those in England, Scotland and Wales and, consequently, has been limited in the support it can offer the sectors it serves and in the initiatives it can take.  

The SDLP recognise that cultural and leisure activities have much to offer our society in its struggle for a shared future, with richly developed young people and a strong sense of community.  We will develop all aspects of Irish cultural life, island-wide.  We recognise that investment in leisure opportunities leads to improvements in lifestyle and diet, and as such merits government support.

We believe significant gains could be made by emulating the cultural strategies adopted by successive Dublin governments, but there would be even more value in improving co-operation between North and South on cultural issues.

We have proved our capacity to negotiate this by successfully lobbying for increased funding to the Sports Council and the Northern Ireland Events Company.

A thriving Arts landscape offers the chance to enrich and educate, to share and discover.  Ireland has a proud artistic history, which we will respect and further by fostering local talent, to in turn give back to communities what they deserve. The SDLP believes there should be greater recognition of amateur drama; the valuable and widely enjoyed contribution of groups across the North is almost completely unaided by government. Through drama, groups have found an important forum in which to exchange and come to terms with a diverse range of religious, political and many other views. We would like to see a re-examination of this sector, with particular consideration of funding opportunities.
Equality and inclusion are at the core of our values, and we recognise the role sport and leisure have to play in making these our reality, as well as the valuable and sorely needed health benefits they offer. sport is too big economically, too important politically and too influential in shaping people’s lives not to be taken seriously and treated equitably alongside other cultural activities. Sport must therefore be central in the development of the cultural/creative industries in the North.

