The DUP has been particularly involved in recent years around helping promote many cultural activities, particularly those aspects which are very important to the unionist community. 
The rediscovery and revival of Ulster-Scots culture and language has been developing over recent years. For many years the Ulster-Scots language was thought of as ‘poor English’ but it is now recognised as a language in its own right. We have been lobbying to see the levels of funding given to Ulster-Scots language and culture increased because whilst Irish language and culture has been very well provided for in Northern Ireland there has not been a similar level of support provided for Ulster Scots. 

The media image surrounding many Loyal Order and other parades in Northern Ireland has not always been a good one in recent years, but it is clear that these are some of the most significant cultural events which take place in Northern Ireland every year. Whilst we wish to ensure that the right to parade is upheld there have been some developments around parades in order to help develop them further as cultural festivals.

The first example of this was the Maiden City Festival in Londonderry which not only helped celebrate many of the events surrounding the siege, but also helped explain their cultural significance to many people who would not otherwise have had an opportunity to gain a knowledge of these events and an understanding of their historical significance. The DUP understands that parading is likely to be a contentious area, but if we are to help build a more peaceful society then it is important that tolerance and respect is developed. That is why we as a party lobbied for funding in order to help develop the Belfast 12th July parade as a festival event. 

The arts in Northern Ireland have been under funded for many years and often have not received the recognition which they deserve. The arts has played, and will continue to play a key role in the development of Northern Ireland both economically and culturally. The arts can help sell Northern Ireland to a wider audience both as a destination to visit and to do business. It is important that there is a long –term strategy in order to develop the arts in a coherent manner and one which can draw different elements in order to make the most of the varied sectors and to give the arts in Northern Ireland a meaningful place at the centre of society. 
