Alliance Party

The promotion of arts, culture and heritage is integral to the quality of life of every citizen, the healing of our community divisions and the regeneration of our society.

    

The arts are uniquely placed to celebrate Northern Ireland’s rich and varied heritage, vibrant creative life and cultural distinctiveness. The arts can help explore and heal past and current conflicts, build community self-esteem and aid economic development.

   

We also believe that the arts can play an important role in the development of an image of Northern Ireland that is open and progressive. They can act as a creative and economic force for change towards the building of a vibrant and progressive integrated society.

  
Arts, culture and heritage cover a large range of forms and activities including visual arts, music, drama, literature, museums, language, dance, film, architecture and crafts. The cultural sector now also embraces new technology, working with video, the internet and digital imaging. This diversity of practice presents fresh challenges for audiences and artists. 

      

We believe that arts and culture are central to any effective strategy on social inclusion.
   

We would like to see increased funding for arts organisations to ensure they can deliver quality training, ensuring genuine empowerment for those taking part.

      

We encourage appreciation of and participation in the arts across all sections of the community, in particular people who may have been marginalised in the past – young people, migrants, women, those in economically deprived areas, in rural areas, people with disabilities and older people.  There must be improved access to arts facilities for people with visual impairment, people who are blind and people with physical disabilities or learning difficulties. We support a system of reductions for unemployed people, students and pensioners.  

 

There is a real need to building a strong national arts infrastructure across Northern Ireland in partnership with statutory, voluntary and private bodies, particularly following the Review of Public Administration. Co-operation and co-ordination between the Arts Council and other bodies regarding joint goals and the effective input from different partners will assist efficient use of resources. We are also in favour of North/South strategies to help boost the arts and we believe that such links will benefit the arts community and tourism in Northern Ireland.

   

We would also like to expand the role of the private sector sponsorship of the arts, but as additional rather than replacement funding. We would encourage the expansion of the work being done by Arts and Business sponsorship and would like the Assembly to examine the idea of a per cent art scheme, as in the South of Ireland. Under this scheme 2-3% of new build projects are fed into the development of new arts buildings and the commissioning of new public art. 
   

The future of the Belfast Festival at Queens must be secured, as part of an overall strategy for 

festivals, including West Belfast festival, Film Festival, Cinemagic, Drama, and Cathedral Quarter Festivals. We will lobby for adequate funding for festivals which enrich the lives of their audiences, as well as encouraging tourism and the local economy. 

      

Arts and creative culture have a large role in encouraging and promoting lifelong learning. We support the ongoing work of the Arts Council in promoting the arts in schools, colleges, adult education centres and Council amenities. Alliance encourages the Northern Ireland Council for the Curriculum, examinations and Assessment (NICCEA) Review to give the arts a more central place in 

the schools’ curriculum, including the creative use of IT. 

      

If we are to make Northern Ireland a prosperous, diverse and vibrant place which can attract business and tourism, we must strengthen the arts sector as it can play a pivotal role in our regeneration. At the centre of artistic production are individual artists. Alliance recognises the ongoing work of ACNI in supporting individual artists and would encourage the production of innovative and challenging work from artists.

    

Alliance will encourage investment in the arts: the cultural sector in Northern Ireland has the potential of rapid expansion and of playing a significant role in social and economic development.
